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means of egress in case of fire (such as
fire stairs or egress through windows).

(k) Site and neighborhood—(1) Perform-
ance requirement. The site and neigh-
borhood shall be reasonably free from
disturbing noises and reverberations
and other hazards to the health, safety,
and general welfare of the occupants.

(2) Acceptability criteria. The site and
neighborhood shall not be subject to
serious adverse environmental condi-
tions, natural or manmade, such as
dangerous walks, steps, instability,
flooding, poor drainage, septic tank
back-ups, sewage hazards or mudslides;
abnormal air pollution, smoke or dust;
excessive noise, vibration or vehicular
traffic; excessive accumulations of
trash; vermin or rodent infestation; or
fire hazards.

(l) Sanitary condition—(1) Performance
requirement. The unit and its equipment
shall be in sanitary condition.

(2) Acceptability criteria. The unit and
its equipment shall be free of vermin
and rodent infestation.

(m) Smoke detectors. (1) Performance
requirement. After October 30, 1992, each
dwelling unit must include at least one
battery-operated or hard-wired smoke
detector, in proper working condition,
on each level of the unit. If the unit is
occupied by hearing-impaired persons,
smoke detectors must have an alarm
system, designed for hearing-impaired
persons, in each bedroom occupied by a
hearing-impaired person.

(2) Acceptability criteria. The smoke
detector must be located, to the extent
practicable, in a hallway adjacent to a
bedroom, unless the unit is occupied by
a hearing-impaired person, in which
case each bedroom occupied by a hear-
ing-impaired person must have an
alarm system connected to the smoke
detector installed in the hallway.

(n) Congregate housing. The foregoing
standards shall apply except for para-
graph (b) of this section, Food Prepara-
tion and Refuse Disposal. In addition,
the following standards shall apply:

(1) The unit shall contain a refrig-
erator of appropriate size.

(2) The central dining facility (and
kitchen facility, if any) shall contain
suitable space and equipment to store,
prepare and serve food in a sanitary
manner, and there shall be adequate fa-
cilities and services for the sanitary

disposal of food wastes and refuse, in-
cluding facilities for temporary storage
where necessary (e.g., garbage cans).

[42 FR 5603, Jan. 28, 1977, as amended at 52
FR 1895, Jan. 15, 1987; 52 FR 9828, Mar. 27,
1987; 53 FR 20802, June 6, 1988; 57 FR 33852,
July 30, 1992]

§ 886.114 Equal opportunity require-
ments.

Participation in the program author-
ized in this subpart requires compli-
ance with (a) Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, Title VIII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1968, Executive Or-
ders 11063 and 11246, and section 3 of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of
1968; and (b) all rules, regulations, and
requirements issued pursuant thereto.

§ 886.115 [Reserved]

§ 886.116 Security and utility deposits.
(a) An Owner may require Families

to pay a security deposit in an amount
up to, but not more than, one month’s
Gross Family Contribution. If a Family
vacates its unit, the Owner, subject to
State and local laws, may utilize the
deposit as reimbursement for any un-
paid rent or other amount owed under
the Lease. If the Family has provided a
security deposit and it is insufficient
for such reimbursement, the Owner
may claim reimbursement from HUD,
not to exceed an amount equal to the
remainder of one month’s Contract
Rent. Any reimbursement under this
section shall be applied first toward
any unpaid rent. If a Family vacates
the unit owing no rent or other amount
under the Lease or if such amount is
less than the amount of the security
deposit, the Owner shall refund the full
amount or the unused balance, as the
case may be, to the Family.

(b) In those jurisdictions where inter-
est is payable by the Owner on security
deposits, the refunded amount shall in-
clude the amount of interest payable.
All security deposit funds shall be de-
posited by the Owner in a segregated
bank account, and the balance of this
account, at all times, shall be equal to
the total amount collected from ten-
ants then in occupancy, plus any ac-
crued interest. The Owner shall comply
with all State and local laws regarding
interest payments on security deposits.
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